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STATE INTERAGENCY COUNCIL 

(S IAC)    
February Meeting Summary 

Date | time February 27, 2019 | 1:00 p.m. | Meeting Location Administrative Office of the Courts 

 Meeting called to order by Elizabeth Caywood, Deputy Commissioner of Department for Community 

Based Services & SIAC Vice Chair  

WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS & UPDATES 

Elizabeth Caywood, Deputy Commissioner, Department for Community Based Services & SIAC Vice Chair, welcomed 
members/alternates to the meeting. 

 Rhonda Logsdon, KY-SPIN, Family Organization Representative, reminded everyone about the two educational 
summits are coming up. The kickoff is this Saturday, March 2, and they will be held throughout the state. She 
also reported KY-SPIN has webinars available through June. Ms. Logsdon announced that KPFC will be having a 
Masquerade Ball Friday, March 1.     

 Tena Robbins, Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities (DBHDID), 
announced the 6th Annual System of Care Academy, and informed members there is a flyer in the folder with 
more information (see Meeting Handouts). She also announced the Behavior Institute is scheduled for June 13-
14 in Louisville at the Convention Center.  She will email a Save-the-Date.  Dr. Robbins will be bringing more 
information to the meeting as it becomes available of the tracks and who will be the national speakers. Dr. 
Robbins reported the Behavior Institute planning committee has secured Isaiah Pickens as the keynote speaker. 
He is an expert on psychological safety and trauma.  

 Missy Browson Ross, GEAR UP Kentucky, Counsel on Postsecondary Education (CPE), reported that GEAR UP 
Kentucky is in 12 school districts. They work with students who have high numbers that come from low-income 
households. GEAR UP Kentucky is helping these students become college ready. 

 Denitta Mercier, Parent Representative, reported the Barren River RIAC received grant funding that they will be 
using assist in funding a conference to promote positive mental health in the schools and the community. This 
event will be held July 18 and 19. It is for motivational interviewing.  Ms. Mercier also reported that Barren River 
RIAC will be hosting an event in the schools for up to 135 participants, and their speaker will be Richard 
Breckman. This is going to take place at the end of April, and the event is free. The Barren River RIAC is going to 
continue working with the schools in Warren County on truancy issues. The Barren River RIAC hosted a free fun 
event in January, and seven families participated.  

 Dorothy Jenkins, Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR), reported the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation is 
now serving priority category two. They have opened up their waiting list to serve those on a category two as 
well in conjunction as those that are a category one.  They will be serving both of these categories until further 
notice. 
 

BUSINESS ITEMS 

 Review of February Meeting Summary 
Melissa Goins made a motion to approve; Denitta Mercier – second to the motion. Motion carried. 

 SIAC Policy and Procedures  
Elizabeth Caywood, Deputy Commissioner, Department for Community Based Services (DCBS) & SIAC Vice Chair, 
reported the first draft was emailed out in October of 2018, latest draft was emailed out on February 19, 2019.  Ms. 
Caywood asked members that if there was any discussion or changes to the SIAC Policy and Procedures.   
Bill Heffron made a motion to approve; Melissa Goins – second to the motion.  Motion carried. 
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 Rhonda Logsdon, KY-SPIN, Family Organization Representative, provided an update regarding the project that 
involves collaboration among DJJ, KPFC, P&A, and KY-SPIN. The trainings have begun. The first one took place at the 
Hopkinsville Group Home, and the second one was at the Green River Youth Development Center. Five of the youth 
at the Hopkinsville site attended in both January and February. Nine youth attended in January, and nine youth 
attended in February at the Green River site. Ms. Logsdon stated she felt it went well at both sites, the youth were 
very open and involved, and the feedback received from the youth was positive.  

 Rhonda Logsdon, KY-SPIN, Family Organization Representative, asked for a motion to discuss the name change of 
the Standing Committee that occurred during the last SIAC meeting.  Ms. Logsdon stated she feels like the name 
change, from Disproportionality & Disparities to Racial & Ethnic Disparities, leaves out children with disabilities. 
Glenda Wright made a motion to discuss, Denitta Mercier—second to the motion. Ms. Logsdon presented date 
from the Office of Civil Rights Re: disabilities from 2013-2014. She reported data from 2015-2016 will be released 
soon. Ms. Logsdon suggested the Standing Committee be renamed Racial, Ethnic & Disability Disparities.  There was 
discussion within the council, and multiple members proposed to discuss during the next strategic planning session 
and consider a Standing Committee named Disabilities & Disparities.  Council members voted.  There was a majority 
decision to leave the name as Racial & Ethnic Disparities.  Several members requested this topic be revisited at the 
next strategic planning session in 2020.     
 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES  

 Elizabeth Caywood, Deputy Commissioner, DCBS & Vice Chair of SIAC, gave an update about House Bill 158. HB 158 
passed out of the House Chamber, and it has gone before the Senate Health and Welfare Committee. The bill passed 
unanimously with a committee substitute. It is on its way to the Senate floor. This is contingent that is does not go 
back to the House for concurrence.  DCBS is supporting this legislation, as it includes comprehensive fingerprint and 
background checks for employees of child-caring institutions.  It will also extend to child placing agencies, those that 
are private foster care adoption agencies. This bill will bring KY into alignment with federal mandate. In addition, a 
Foster Child Bill of Rights is included in HB 158. This will reconcile Foster Parents Bill of Rights with the Foster Child 
Bill of Rights. Ms. Caywood reported HB 2, a Kinship Care bill, which was in the House and Family Services 
Committee last week. In addition, DCBS is also working on Senate Bill 181, a red tape reduction bill.  

 Damien Sweeney, Program Coordinator for Comprehensive School Counseling, KDE, provided an update about SB1, 
which asks for more student counselors in the schools. It would bring the ratio to one school counselor per 250 
students. In addition, it would bring one school counselor for all 340 schools that do not currently have a school 
counselor.  He emphasized the importance of mental health to keep our students safe. 

 Christina Weeter, Director, Division of Student Success, KDE, provided an update on Senate Bill 1 regarding school 
safety requirements.  Ms. Weeter reported this bill proposes that schools would be mandated to develop safety 
tools, partner with Homeland Security and KDE, establish a trauma team and trauma plan, provide a multi-part 
training for the School Resource Officer(s) at each school, hire a Safe School Coordinator, and many other features.  

 Edward L. Palmer, Sr., RED Standing Committee Chair provided an update on HB 20. Pastor Palmer reported the bill 
may go to the Senate floor this week. They are working on trying to change the language of the bill from “deadly 
weapon” to “firearm.”  Pastor Palmer reported that many of the deadly weapon charges are not firearms but are 
rocks, pipes, brass knuckles, etc., and he stated that there have been cases when the “deadly weapon” is their 
person.  Pastor Palmer said that if the language is narrowed, then more youth could go into diversion instead of 
detention. He reported that this increase in the eligibility for diversion will increase efforts to reduce racial 
disparities.   
 

YOUTH BEHAVIORAL HEALTH BILL OF RIGHTS  

Callie Cartmell, Youth Representative, provided an update on the Youth Behavioral Health Bill of Rights (see Meeting 
Handouts). SIAC had previously asked for a description of the Bill of Rights and a website for KY Youth MOVE.  Ms. 
Cartmell reported that the summary is now on the back of the page.  The Bill of Rights can be found on KPFC’s website, 
under Youth.  KY Youth MOVE wants to get the Bill of Rights to therapists, psychiatrists, CMHCs, and others working with 
youth so that if a youth comes for services, they will know the youth’s rights. KY Youth MOVE wants all youth to be 
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informed and know that youth have rights too.  Ms. Cartmell reported that KY Youth MOVE is working to get their own 
website so there will be a place for youth to find information.  She reminded the Council that KY Youth MOVE has 
copyrighted the Youth Behavioral Health Bill of Rights, so KY Youth MOVE must appear on any printed copies.  Ms. 
Cartmell thanked KPFC for providing KY Youth MOVE a place to meet and supporting them.   
 

REGIONAL INTERGENCY COUNCIL (RIAC) UPDATES & CHALLENGES 

Vanessa Brewer, RIAC Administrator at Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities, 
reported to the Council that there is a packet in their folder with the RIAC’s Summary Updates (see Meeting Handouts). 
The packet also lists the RIACs that received grant funding. Out of the ten RIACs that applied, four were approved for 
funding.  They are as follows: Barren River, Big Sandy, Bluegrass East, and Bluegrass South. The review team felt there 
were additional needs for technical assistance and support in the areas of System of Care Core Values and Guiding 
Principles, evaluations, and SMART Goals and Objectives.  Ms. Brewer announced that DBHDID will be hosting a full-day 
workshop at the System of Care Academy to provide support the RIAC Leaders around these areas. A Save the Date will 
be emailed soon. As for the overall challenges, the RIACs continue to experience inconsistent mandated member 
attendance, council member turnover, and finding and keeping a youth representative. Ms. Brewer stated the SIAC 
Youth Representative has agreed to assist in finding RIAC youth members. 
 

FUTURE ADENDA ITEMS 

Elizabeth Caywood, Deputy Commissioner of Department for Community Based Services & SIAC Vice Chair, asked for 
input on future agenda items. 

 Follow up to KDE’s Significant Disproportionality under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
presentation – date TBD 

 Legislative Updates, including House Bill 158 – Eric Clark, DCBS – March  

 Presentation from Lead 2 Feed – suggested by Damien Sweeney, KDE 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Elizabeth Caywood, Deputy Commissioner of Department for Community Based Services & SIAC Vice Chair, asked for 
any public comment.   

 Melissa Goins, Family Resource & Youth Services Centers (FRYSC), suggested some ideas on how to help monitor, 
and help the RIACs with their challenges for mandated attendance. She offered to help with ideas that are used with 
FYRCS. 

 Damien Sweeny, Program Coordinator for Comprehensive School Counseling, KDE, stated KDE recently provided 
lessons on Resilience, Bullying, and Bullying Prevention for elementary schools, in light of the recent suicides. He 
said he will send the lessons to the SIAC Administrator for her to email to the SIAC distribution list. 

 

NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday, March 27, 2019 | 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.    

Administrative Office of the Courts, 1001 Vandalay Drive, Frankfort, KY 40601 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Rhonda Logsdon – made a motion to adjourn; Glenda Wright – second to the motion.  Motion carried 
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SUMMARY OF ACTION ITEMS 

TASK: RESPONSIBLE PARTY: 
Email KDE lessons to distribution list Damien Sweeney and Lea Taylor 

Help identify potential RIAC Youth Members Callie Cartmell and KY Youth MOVE 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 
Members/Designees:   

Elizabeth Caywood, DCBS     Melissa Goins, FRYSC                                                                                             
Damien Sweeney, KDE      Glenda Wright, SEJAY                                                                                            
Rhonda Logsdon, KY-SPIN     William Heffron, DJJ                                                                                              
Kristin Knight, AOC      Vestena Robbins, DBHDID                                                                                
Missy Brownson Ross, CPE/Gear UP KY     Laura Beard, DPH                                                                                                   
Denitta Mercier, Parent      Callie Cartmell, Youth                                                                                            
Dorothy Jenkins, OVR                                                                                                 
 
Staff:  Lea Taylor, SIAC Administrator, DBHDID; Lori Ramage, Administrative Specialist, DBHDID; Vanessa Brewer, RIAC 
Administrator, DBHDID    
 
Partial Guest List: 
Brittany Barber, DBHDID       Shirley Gardstein, CRBH     
Christie Penn, DBHDID      Martha Campbell, Humana CareSource  
Christina Weeter, KDE      Sonny Mercier, Parent Alternate    
Maggie Krueger, KPFC      Clay Barber, Pathways 
Kellie Smith, KY-SPIN      Eboni Blackford, AOC     
Ian Rosser, KY-SPIN      LeAnn Magre, WellCare     
Leigh Ann Fitzpatrick, DMS     Lesa Dennis, DCBS 
Beth Jordan, DBHDID      Brittany Roberts, KPFC     
Edward L. Palmer, Sr., SEJAY     Makayla Jessie, Adanta 
Whitney Hayse, P&A      David Crowley, Anthem 
Nina Begley, Bluegrass.org     Katherine Freeman, Adanta 
Clarissa Mobley, DJJ      David Hanna, Passport 
Taleb AlNamer, DJJ      Abby Freeman, Lifeskills  
Kathryn Tillett, KDE      LeAnn Magre, Wellcare 
Donnie Ray, MCCC      Anne Embry, Lifeskills 
Melanie Embry, Adanta      Tonisha Byrd, DMS 
Debby Dodge, Lead 2 Feed     Jan Helson, Global Game Changers 
Anne Walker, Global Game Changers    JR Hopson, AOC 
Susan Robinson, NorthKey     Melanie Watts, Lifeskills 
      

STANDING COMMITTEES 

STANDING COMMITTEES MEETING LOCATION 

Racial & Ethnic Disparities  Meeting Room A 

Outreach & Promotion Meeting Room C 

Social & Emotional Health Meeting Room B 

 

MEETING HANDOUTS 

Any handouts referenced in the meeting summary above will be available on the SIAC website at 
http://dbhdid.ky.gov/dbh/siac-summaries.aspx.  Under Handouts, use the drop down to select this meeting date. 

http://dbhdid.ky.gov/dbh/siac-summaries.aspx

